of evolution.
It is true that, in Die Welt als Wille und Vorstellung, he took this position; the distinctness and unmutability of the eternal Ideas were regarded by him as implying the fixity of the organic species which were their temporal counterparts.
It is clear, however, that Schopenhauer later by 1850 or earlier recognized that his metaphysics was peculiarly congenial to an evolutionary philosophy of nature; and that he therefore reformulated his conception of the .objectification of the Will" in thoroughly evolutionistlc terms, and incorporated into his system a complete scheme of cosmogony and philogeny. This is already shown in the second edition of Der Wille in der Natur, and is set forth in full in the little treatise Zur Philosophie und Wissenschaft der Natur.
Schopenhauer's theory of organic evolution, which he appears to have derived from Robert Chambers, asserted the spontaneous generation of the lowest forms, and the derivation of higher species from these through a series of saltatory mutations. The whole process, from the first differentiation of the chemical elements up to the development of man from simian ancestors, shows the Will continuously striving for a higher and more adequate selfmanifestation; the transformation of spezies is not the result of any mechanical necessity, but of the impulse towards expansion and individuation which is the fundamental fact in all temporal existence. Thus, just at the time when Darwin was eleaborating a mechanical theory of organic evolution, and Spencer a would-be mechanistic theory of evolution in general, Schopenhauer was independently formulating an outline of an evolutionistic philosophy of the (romantic) 
